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Progress  in  State  Legislation  Relating  to  the 

Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  As  Amended 

(Public  Law  566,  83d  Cong.,  68  Stat.  666;  Public  Law  IOI8, 
84th  Cong.,  70  Stat.  1088) 


By  Kirk  M.  Sandals,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and  L.  M.  Adams,  Office  of  the  General  Counsel 


The  Watershed  Protection  and  rlood  Prevention  Act  of  1954,  as  amended,  establishes  a  new  national 
policy  for  Federal  assistance  to  State  and  local  agencies  in  projects  for  flood  prevention  and  the  con- 
servation, development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water.  Thirty-eight  States  passed  legislation 
during  the  1955,  1956,  and  1957  sessions  to  enable  State  and  local  agencies  to  cooperate  with  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  activities  authorized  by  the  Act.  Summaries  of  certain  provisions  of  the 
new  State  laws  and  some  of  the  reasons  for  their  passage  are  contained  in  this  report. 


During  1955,  1956,  and  1957  sessions  of  their 
legislatures,  38  States  passed  new  or  amendatory 
legislation  to  further  cooperation  between  State 
and  local  agencies  and  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture in  activities  authorized  by  the  Watershed 
Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act  of  August  4, 
1954,  as  amended  by  the  Act  of  August  7,  1956. 
In  all,  80  different  laws  were  passed  in  the  38 
States.  State  legislative  actions  in  1955,  1956, 
and  1957  are  in  addition  to  preexisting  legislation 
in  many  States  under  which  watershed  projects 
can  be  developed. 

The  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Preven- 
tion Act,  as  amended,  authorizes  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  to  furnish  assistance  to  State  and 
local  agencies  in  developing  projects  for  the  pre- 
vention of  erosion,  floodwater,  and  sediment 
damages;  for  agricultural  water  management  in- 
cluding irrigation  and  drainage;  for  municipal 
and  industrial  water  supplies;  and  for  other  re- 
lated water-resource  matters  such  as  recreation 
and  the  reduction  of  pollution.  This  new  project- 
type  approach  requires  that  local  people  through 
their  local  agencies  initiate  and  participate  fully 
in  the  development  of  the  watershed  projects. 
Thus,  they  are  local  projects  with  Federal  par- 
ticipation rather  than  Federal  projects  with  local 
participation. 

In  order  for  the  people  in  a  watershed  area  to 
obtain  the  assistance  available  under  the  Act,  an 
application  must  first  be  made  to  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  by  one  or  more  local  organizations 
qualified  to  undertake  the  watershed  project.  Lo- 
cal organizations  may  be  any  agencies  such  as 
States,  political  subdivisions  thereof,  soil  con- 
servation and  flood  prevention  or  control  dis- 
tricts, and  similar  agencies.  To  qualify  as  a 
local  organization  under  the  Federal  law,  an  ap- 
plicant for  assistance  must  have,  as  a  minimum, 
the  authority  under  State  law  to  carry  out,  main- 
tain, and  operate  the  works  of  improvement  con- 
templated to  be  performed  by  it  in  a  particular 
application.  The  new  legislation  passed  by  the 
States  reflects  primarily  an  effort  on  their  part 
to  meet  this  basic  requirement.  Other  reasons 
for  these  legislative  actions  pertain  to  either  the 


legal  authority  or  the  financial  ability  of  local 
organizations  to  furnish  land,  easements,  and 
rights-of-way;  arrange  for  cost  sharing;  install, 
maintain,  and  operate  works  of  improvement; 
acquire  needed  water  rights;  and  obtain  agree- 
ments from  landowners  for  recommended  land 
treatment. 

The  legislative  actions  of  the  States  in  1955, 
1956,  and  1957,  for  this  report,  are  classified  in 
5  groups  largely  to  point  out  trends  that  seem  to 
be  developing.  The  groups  are  (1)  State  agencies, 
(2)  counties,  cities  and  towns,  or  similar  poli- 
tical subdivisions  of  a  State,  (3)  soil  conservation 
districts,  (4)  watershed  districts,  and  (5)  other 
special-purpose  districts.  The  38  States  in  which 
legislation  was  passed  in  1955,  1956,  and  1957, 
together  with  the  group  numbers,  are  shown  on 
the  map. 

Group  1  Legislation — State  Agencies — was 
passed  in  12  States  (California,  Connecticut, 
Idaho,  Kansas,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  North  Carolina,  Okla- 
homa, Vermont,  and  Wisconsin).  Eight  of  the 
States  authorized  State  agencies  to  participate 
financially  in  watershed-project  development. 

In  California,  the  State  Water  Resources 
Board  was  authorized  to  pay  for  the  costs  of 
lands,  easements,  and  rights-of-way.  In  addition, 
California  provided  for  a  Water  Resources  Re- 
volving Fund  to  be  administered  by  the  State 
Water  Resources  Board  for  maintaining  water- 
shed-development projects.  In  Connecticut,  the 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  was  authorized  to 
allocate  State  funds  as  the  State's  share  of  the 
cost  of  works  of  improvement.  Idaho  authorized 
the  State  Land  Commissioner  and  the  State 
Forester  to  utilize  certain  State  appropriated 
and  other  funds  for  planning,  constructing,  and 
maintaining  works  of  improvement.  In  Oklahoma, 
a  revolving  loan  fund  known  as  the  Small  Water- 
sheds Flood  Control  Fund,  was  established,  and 
an  appropriation  for  deposit  in  the  fund  was 
made  to  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Board.  In 
addition,  Oklahoma  made  an  appropriation  to 
the  State  Soil  Conservation  Board  to  pay  the 
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expenses  incurred  in  small  watershed  planning 
in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Department 
of  Agriculture.  Massachusetts  provided  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Water  Resources  Commission 
with  authority,  among  other  things,  to  assume  a 
share  of  the  non-Federal  costs  of  installing 
works  of  improvement  and  to  operate  and  main- 
tain them.  New  York  authorized  the  State  to 
provide  reimbursement  to  counties,  subject  to 
a  prescribed  limitation,  for  one-half  of  the  cost 
of  land,  easements,  and  rights-of-way  needed 
for  the  construction  of  flood-prevention  works. 
In  Vermont,  the  State  Water  Conservation  Board 
was  empowered  to  construct,  operate,  and  main- 
tain structures  for  flood  control  and  other  pur- 
poses, and  an  appropriation  was  made  to  the 
board  for  these  purposes.  In  New  Hampshire,  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  enable  the  Water  Re- 
sources Board  to  assist  in  carrying  out  water- 
shed projects. 

Four  States  passed  legislation  relating  to  the 
conservation,  development,  and  use  of  water 
resources.  Kansas  established  a  Water  Re- 
sources Board,  North  Carolina  provided  for  a 
Board  of  Water  Commissioners,  Oklahoma 
created  a  study  committee  on  water  problems, 
and  Wisconsin  directed  the  joint  legislative 
council  to  study  watershed  management. 

In  Minnesota,  a  Water  Resources  Board  was 
formed  to  serve  as  an  agency  through  which 
watershed  districts  may  be  created. 

Prior  to  1955,  State  agencies  concerned  with 
soil  and  water  resources  had  been  created  in 
several  States.  Of  these  agencies,  the  Water 
Conservation  Commission  of  North  Dakota,  The 
Utah  Water  and  Power  Board,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Works  of  Louisiana  have  out- 
standing records  for  developing  projects  eligible 
for  assistance  under  the  Watershed  Protection 
and  Flood  Prevention  Act.  These  State  agencies 
and  similar  agencies  in  other  States  currently 
are  furnishing  financial  and  other  assistance  in 
the  development  of  watershed  projects. 

Group  2  Legislation — Counties,  Cities  and 
Towns,  or  Similar  Political  Subdivisions  of  a 

State— was  passed  in  7  States  (Iowa,  Maryland, 
Mississippi,  Nebraska,  New  York,  West  Virginia, 
and  Wisconsin).  In  Iowa,  counties  were  author- 
ized to  participate  in  and  to  furnish  financial  and 
other  assistance  for  watershed  projects.  Mary- 
land empowered  Worcester  County  to  undertake 
works  of  improvement  eligible  for  assistance 
under  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Pre- 
vention Act.  In  Mississippi,  the  authority  of 
counties  was  broadened  to  provide  for  their 
participation  in  watershed  projects.  In  Nebraska, 
certain  counties  were  given  authority  to  appro- 
priate funds  to  develop  and  carry  out  coordinated 
flood- control  programs.  New  York  provided  that, 
after  the  first  county  public  hearing,  appropria- 
tions from  county  funds  may  be  made  annually 
for  flood  protection  and  soil  conservation  without 
further  public  hearings.  Also,  in  New  York, 
county  boards  of  supervisors  were  authorized  to 
establish  county  small  watershed-protection 


districts  for  undertaking,  constructing,  and 
maintaining  watershed  projects.  West  Virginia 
authorized  cities  and  towns  and  counties  to  par- 
ticipate financially  in  the  construction,  improve- 
ment, operation,  or  maintenance  of  watershed 
projects.  In  Wisconsin,  counties  and  towns  were 
authorized  to  expend  funds  in  creating  and  de- 
veloping watershed  protection  projects  or  areas 
and  towns  were  authorized  to  furnish  certain 
financial  assistance  to  soil  conservation  districts. 
Also,  Wisconsin  provided  for  the  creation  of 
Regional  Planning  Commissions  by  petition  of 
local  governmental  units  to  deal  with  physical, 
social,  and  economic  problems  on  a  regional 
basis  within  the  State. 

Agencies  in  this  group,  before  1955,  generally 
did  not  participate  in  the  kinds  of  projects  pro- 
vided for  by  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood 
Prevention  Act.  Parishes  (counties)  in  Louisiana, 
which  have  broad  powers  in  the  field  of  drainage 
and  related  activities,  are  an  exception. 

Group  3  Legislation — Soil  Conservation  Dis- 
tricts—was passed  in  25  States  (Alabama,  Cal- 
ifornia, Colorado,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Massachusetts.  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Mexico,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota, 
Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming). 

Eleven  of  these  States  provided  new  ways  to 
enlarge  the  area  of  cooperation  between  people 
in  soil  conservation  districts  and  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture.  In  Alabama,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  Nebraska,  and  New  Mexico, 
the  action  provides  for  the  creation  of  subdis- 
tricts  of  soil  conservation  districts  in  watershed 
areas.  California,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia 
provided  for  the  formation,  in  watershed  areas, 
of  improvement  districts  within  the  soil  conser- 
vation districts.  Colorado  authorized  soil  con- 
servation districts  to  levy  a  tax  or  assessment 
on  real  property  in  part  of  a  district  for  flood 
prevention  or  watershed  improvement. 

Legislative  action  in  19  States  broadened  the 
powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  to  act  as 
local  organizations  under  the  Watershed  Pro- 
tection and  Flood  Prevention  Act.  These  States 
are  Colorado,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Massachusetts,  Minnesota, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  South  Dakota, 
Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming.  In  addition,  Nebraska, 
broadened  the  soil  conservation  districts  law  to 
include  the  conservation  of  soil  and  water  re- 
sources. 

Prior  to  1955,  soil  conservation  districts  in 
only  2  States,  Arkansas  and  Kentucky,  had  even 
a  limited  power  of  eminent  domain.  Now,  soil 
conservation  districts  or  subdistricts  in  9  States, 
Alabama,  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Nebraska, 
New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  West  Virginia,  and 
Wisconsin,  have  the  power  of  eminent  domain 
for  some  or  all  of  the  purposes  of  the  districts 
or  subdistricts. 
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Soil  Conservation  Districts  in  only  2  States, 
CalifoTnia  and  Colorado,  had  authority  to  levy 
taxes  or  assessments  prior  to  1955.  Now,  the 
districts  or  subdistricts  in  9  States,  California, 
Colorado,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  and  Virginia,  have 
authority  to  levy  taxes  or  assessments  for  some 
or  all  of  the  purposes  of  the  districts  or  subdis- 
tricts. 

Prior  to  1955,  soil  conservation  districts  in 
only  3  States,  California,  Colorado,  and  Oregon, 
had  specific  authority  to  borrow  money.  Now, 
soil  conservation  districts  or  subdistricts  in  9 
States,  Alabama,  California,  Colorado,  Kentucky, 
Nebraska,  New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  Oregon, 
and  Virginia,  have  specific  authority  to  borrow 
money. 

Soil  Conservation  Districts  in  4  States, 
Alabama,  Kentucky,  New  Mexico,  and  Virginia, 
are  now  authorized  to  issue  bonds  whereas  none 
had  authority  to  do  so  prior  to  1955. 

Prior  to  1957,  all  States  had  passed  soil  con- 
servation districts  laws,  and  more  than  2,700 
districts  had  been  organized  in  the  48  States 
under  these  laws.  Because  projects  provided  for 
by  the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Preven- 
tion Act  are  an  extension  of  the  land  use  and 
treatment  features  of  soil  and  water  conservation 
work  now  being  carried  on  in  soil  conservation 
districts,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  many  States 
would  take  action  to  broaden  the  powers  of  soil 
conservation  districts. 

Group  4  Legislation— Watershed  Districts- 
was  passed  in  6  States  (Kansas,  Minnesota, 
Nebraska,  Nevada,  South  Dakota,  and  Tennessee). 
Four  States  passed  new  legislation.  Minnesota, 
South  Dakota,  and  Tennessee  provided  for  the 
creation  of  watershed  districts,  while  Nevada 
authorized  the  formation  of  watershed-protection 
and  flood-prevention  districts.  The  legislatures 
of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  amended  watershed  dis- 
tricts laws  to  provide  primarily  for  changes  in 
procedural  requirements.  In  Kansas,  one  water- 
shed district  was  created  by  a  special  act  of  the 
legislature. 

In  1935,  the  North  Dakota  legislature  provided 
for  the  creation  of  water-conservation  districts, 
now  known  as  water-conservation  and  flood-con- 
trol districts.  These  districts  have  adequate 
powers  to  carry  out,  maintain,  and  operate  works 
of  improvement  eligible  for  inclusion  in  water- 
shed projects  under  the  Watershed  Protection 
and  Flood  Prevention  Act. 


Group  5  Legislation— Other  Special- Purpose 

Districts— -was  passed  in  14  States  (Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  Idaho,  Indiana, 
Mississippi,  Montana,  New  Jersey,  Nevada, 
Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  and  Wyoming). 
In  Arizona,  2  towns  and  2  counties  were  author- 
ized to  carry  out,  operate,  and  maintain  works  of 
improvement  for  flood  prevention  under  Public 
Law  566.  Connecticut  amended  its  laws  relating 
to  flood  and  erosion  control  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  districts  authorized  to  construct 
flood-  and  erosion-control  systems.  Also,  Con- 
necticut provided  for  interstate  cooperation  in 
carrying  out,  operating,  and  maintaining  works 
of  improvement  installed  under  Public  Law  566. 
Drainage-districts  laws  were  amended  in  Arkan- 
sas, Delaware,  Mississippi,  and  Montana  to  pro- 
vide for  the  development  of  watershed  projects. 
Idaho  provided  for  the  creation  of  watershed- 
improvement  districts  to  cooperate  in  watershed- 
project  development.  Wate r- conse rvancy  dis- 
tricts laws  were  enacted  in  Nevada  and  Indiana 
and  were  amended  in  Oklahoma.  Meadow  com- 
panies in  New  Jersey  were  authorized  to  borrow 
money  for  watershed  works  of  improvement.  In 
Texas,  the  York  Improvement  District,  the 
Ataccosa  and  Frio  Counties  Improvement  Dis- 
trict, and  the  Trinity  River  Authority  of  Texas- 
all  concerned  with  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  soil  and  water  resources  —  were  created 
by  special  acts  of  the  legislature.  The  legislature 
of  South  Carolina,  by  special  act,  created  the 
Meggett-Hollywood  Irrigation  District  and  gave 
the  district  a  right  to  use  water  from  the  Edisto 
River  for  irrigation  purposes.  New  flood- control 
districts  legislation  was  passed  in  Wyoming. 

Before  1955,  drainage,  flood- control ,  or 
water-conservancy  districts  legislation  had  been 
passed  in  all  the  States.  Irrigation  districts  laws 
had  been  in  existence  in  the  17  Western  States 
for  many  years.  Irrigation  districts  laws  had 
also  been  passed  in  several  other  States. 

The  new  State  laws  have  not  been  in  effect 
long  enough  for  State  and  local  agencies  to 
determine  their  adequacy.  As  watershed-project 
activities  move  forward  and  are  better  under- 
stood, additional  legislation  may  be  needed. 

In  many  of  the  10  States  that  have  not  passed 
new  watershed  legislation,  individuals,  groups, 
and  organizations,  as  well  as  study  commissions 
established  by  State  law,  are  considering  the 
need  for  the  passage  of  new  or  amendatory 
legislation  during  1958-59  sessions  of  State 
legislatures . 


Summary  of  Provisions  of  State  Laws  Passed  in  1955,  1956,  and  1957 

Relating  to  the 

Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  As  Amended 


Provisions  of  the  laws  passed  by  State  legislatures  in  1955,  1956,  and 
1957  to  further  the  program  authorized  by  the  Watershed  Protection  and 
Flood  Prevention  Act,  as  amended,  are  summarized  below.  The  sum- 
maries are  limited  to  those  provisions  of  the  State  laws  that  are  appli- 
cable to  activities  provided  for  by  the  Federal  law  and  do  not  include 
other  provisions  of  the  State  laws  that  are  unrelated  to  such  activities. 
A  legal  citation  of  each  State  law  is  furnished  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  may  wish  to  review  the  entire  law. 1 

ALABAMA 

Group  3 

Act  No.  517,  Legislature  of  Alabama,  Regular  Session,  1957,  pro- 
vides for  the  formation  of  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts,  to  be 
known  as  watershed  conservancy  districts,  for  the  purposes  of  conserva- 
tion of  water,  water  usage,  flood  prevention,  flood  control,  erosion 
prevention,  and  control  of  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment  damages; 
and  provides  that  a  watershed  conservancy  district  shall  be  governed  by 
an  elected  board  of  five  directors  which  shall  have  the  power,  among 
others,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  con- 
cerned soil  conservation  district,  to  (a)  acquire  necessary  lands  or  rights 
of  way  through  condemnation  proceedings,  (b)  construct,  improve, 
operate  and  maintain  structures,  (c)  borrow  money,  and  (d)  issue,  nego- 
tiate and  sell  bonds. 

ARIZONA 

Group  5 

Chapter  57,  Laws  of  Arizona,  1957  (Senate,  No.  9),  provides  author- 
ity for  Graham  and  Gila  Counties  and  the  towns  of  Safford  and  Thatcher 
to  cooperate  with  the  United  States  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  con- 
structing, maintaining  and  operating  works  of  improvement  for  flood 
prevention  under  Public  Law  566. 

ARKANSAS 

Group  5 

Act  171,  Acts  of  Arkansas,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  388),  amends  the 
Arkansas  Irrigation,  Drainage  and  Watershed  Improvement  District  Act 
of  1949  by  providing,  among  other  Things,  that  the  State  and  its  politi- 
cal subdivisions  should  cooperate  with  the  Federal  Government  in  pre- 
venting erosion,  floodwater,  and  sediment  damages  and  in  furthering 
the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water  as 
contemplated  by  Public  Law  566;  declares  the  policy  of  the  State 
to  promote  such  cooperation  by  providing  for  the  organization,  opera- 
tion and  maintenance  of  watershed  improvement  districts;  authorizes 
plans  developed  under  Public  Law  566  to  be  adopted  by  the  watershed 
improvement  district  as  the  plans  of  the  district;  and  provides  that  con- 
struction charges  incurred  by  the  watershed  improvement  district  may 
include  the  cost  of  works  of  improvement  for  the  purposes,  among  others, 
of  the  prevention  of  erosion,  floodwater,  and  sediment  damages,  and 
the  conservation,  development,  utilization  and  disposal  of  water. 

CALIFORNIA 

Group  1 

Chapter  1886,  Statutes  of  California,  1955  (Senate,  No.  1874),  de- 
clares that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  legislature  for  the  State  to  pay  the 
costs  of  lands,  easements  and  rights  of  way  for  projects  undertaken  by 
local  organizations  pursuant  to  Public  Law  566;  provides  that  such  costs 
shall  be  paid  by  the  State  only  if  the  conditions  specified  in  Public  Law 
566  for  obtaining  Federal  assistance  are  met  and  the  State  Water  Re- 
sources Board  finds  that  the  benefits  from  the  proposed  project  will  ex- 
ceed its  costs  and  recommends  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the 


}  Requests  for  copies  of  the  laws  summarized  here  should  be  made  to 
the  appropriate  State  legislative  reference  service.  Copies  of  these  laws 
cannot  be  obtained  from  the  Washington  or  field  offices  of  the  Soil  Con- 
servation Service  or  the  Office  of  the  General  Counsel. 


payment  of  such  costs;  and  establishes  the  procedure  for  allocating  to 
local  organizations  any  funds  appropriated  for  such  purpose. 

Chapter  1800,  Statutes  of  California,  1957  (Senate,  No.  1994), 
provides  for  the  formation  of  maintenance  areas  in  order  to  discharge 
obligations  of  local  agencies  to  the  Federal  Government  for  the  opera- 
tion and  maintenance  of  specified  oroject  works,  including  works  un- 
dertaken pursuant  to  Public  Law  566;  provides  for  the  dissolution  or 
modification  of  maintenance  areas;  provides  that  the  costs  of  such 
operation  and  maintenance  shall  be  raised  by  an  annual  levy  of  an  ad 
valorem  assessment  on  the  land  within  the  maintenance  area;  provides 
that  all  money  raised  by  such  assessment  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Water 
Resources  Revolving  Fund;  and  abolishes  the  Flood  Control  Project 
Maintenance  Revolving  Fund  and  transfers  all  assets,  resources  and  lia- 
bilities of  such  fund  to  the  Water  Resources  Revolving  Fund. 

Group  3 

Chapter  1680,  Statutes  of  California,  1955  (Senate,  No.  182),  pro- 
vides for  the  formation  of  improvement  districts  in  soil  conservation 
districts  to  cooperate  with  the  United  States  in  carrying  out  works  of  im- 
provement under  Public  Law  566;  provides  that  an  improvement  district 
shall  be  managed  by  the  directors  of  the  soil  conservation  district  in 
which  it  is  located;  and,  with  respect  to  the  improvement  district,  au- 
thorizes such  directors,  among  other  things,  to  levy  assessments  against 
real  property  to  be  apportioned  in  accordance  with  the  assessed  value  of 
such  property,  to  fix  and  collect  reasonable  charges  for  the  use  of  water 
and  other  services,  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the 
works  of  the  improvement  district  from  the  funds  of  the  soil  conservation 
district,  and  to  issue  improvement  district  warrants. 

COLORADO 

Group  3 

Chapter  287,  Session  Laws  of  Colorado,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  349), 
provides  that  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Board  shall  have  the  additional 
authority  to  undertake  studies  of  watershed  planning  and  development 
of  projects  for  watershed  flood  prevention  and  underground  water  storage, 
and  to  administer,  direct  and  operate  such  projects,  as  well  as  projects 
for  flood  prevention  and  conservation  and  erosion  control;  and  provides 
that  a  soil  conservation  district  shall  be  authorized  to  levy  a  tax  or  as- 
sessment on  real  property  in  a  portion  of  the  district,  upon  a  favorable 
vote  of  qualified  voters  therein,  when  necessary  for  the  installation, 
maintenance,  and  operation  of  flood  prevention  and  watershed  improve- 
ment measures  and  practices  within  such  portion  of  the  district,  or  in 
the  care,  treatment  and  operation  of  the  lands  therein. 

Chapter  244,  Session  Laws  of  Colorado,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  207), 
broadens  the  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  by  authorizing  them  to 
sponsor,  plan,  construct,  maintain  and  operate  flood  prevention  and 
watershed  improvement  projects  for  the  development,  conservation, 
control  and  utilization  of  water  resources. 

Group  5 

Chapter  98,  Session  Laws  of  Colorado,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  291), 
broadens  the  purposes  of  conservancy  districts  to  include  the  conserva- 
tion, development,  utilization  and  disposal  of  water  for  agricultural, 
municipal  and  industrial  uses,  when  desirable  as  a  part  of  an  undertaking 
the  principal  purpose  of  which  is  one  or  more  of  the  purposes  previously 
provided  for. 

Chapter  99,  Session  Laws  of  Colorado,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  290), 
repeals  the  specific  prohibition  against  conservancy  districts  exercising 
the  power  to  construct,  maintain,  or  operate  irrigation  works  or  systems. 

CONNECTICUT 

Group  1 

Public  Act  No.  54,  Public  Acts  of  Connecticut,  Special  Session, 
November,  1955  (Substitute  for  Senate,  No.  28),  authorizes  the  com- 
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missioner  of  agriculture  to  act  as  a  "local  organization"  in  planning  and 
carrying  out,  in  cooperation  with  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  any  works 
of  improvement  authorized  by  Public  Law  566;  establishes  a  procedure 
under  which  the  commissioner  may,  with  the  approval  of  two-thirds  of 
the  affected  municipalities,  cooperate  with  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture in  developing  detailed  work  plans  for  a  soil  conservation  and  flood 
prevention  project;  authorizes  the  commissioner  to  (a)  acquire  needed 
land,  easements  or  rights  of  way  by  purchase,  lease,  gift,  or  eminent 
domain,  (b)  allocate  funds  as  the  State's  share  of  the  cost  of  works  of 
improvement,  and  (c)  make  necessary  agreements  with  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  under  Public  Law  566;  provides  that  the  commissioner 
shall  have  charge  of  the  construction,  operation  and  maintenance  of 
works  of  improvement;  broadens  the  general  power  of  the  commissioner 
in  connection  with  soil  erosion  so  as  to  include  flood  prevention;  repeals 
number  3  of  the  public  acts  of  June,  1955;  and  appropriates  $500,  000 
to  the  commissioner  for  the  purposes  of  the  act. 

Public  Act  No.  218,  Public  Acts  of  Connecticut,  1957  (Senate, 
No.  523),  provides,  among  other  things,  that  the  commissioner  of 
agriculture  may  borrow  funds  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  as  pro- 
vided for  by  Public  Law  566,  as  amended,  to  finance  the  local  share  of 
costs  of  carrying  out  works  of  improvement;  and  may  negotiate  and 
contract  with  any  commission  or  soil  conservation  district  of  another 
State  in  planning,  constructing,  maintaining  and  operating  works  of 
improvement  on  streams  outside  the  State  if  such  streams  flow  through, 
into  or  across  the  State. 

Group  5 

Public  Act  No.  509,  Public  Acts  of  Connecticut,  1955  (Substitute 
for  House  Bill  No.  304),  provides  for  the  creation  of  special -purpose 
districts  having  the  power,  among  others,  to  plan,  construct  and  main- 
tain a  flood  or  erosion  control  system;  provides  that  each  district  shall 
be  governed  by  a  flood  and  erosion  control  board,  and  that  any  muni- 
cipality may  exercise,  through  a  flood  and  erosion  control  board,  the 
powers  granted  to  such  districts;  and  prescribes  the  powers  and  duties 
of  a  flood  and  erosion  control  board,  including  the  power  to  defray  the 
cost  of  constructing  any  flood  or  erosion  control  system  by  issuing  bonds 
or  other  evidences  of  debt,  or  from  general  taxation,  special  assessment 
or  any  combination  thereof. 

DELAWARE 

Group  5 

Chapter  276,  Laws  of  Delaware,  1955  (Senate,  No.  351),  amends 
the  drainage  law  to  provide  (a)  that  drainage  is  defined  as  water  man- 
agement, by  drainage  areas  or  watersheds,  to  safely  remove  or  control 
both  excess,  surface  floodwaters  and  damaging,  excess  subsurface 
waters,  and  (b)  that  drainage  organizations  may  be  established  for  the 
drainage  of  lands  or  the  protection  of  lands  from  flooding. 

IDAHO 

Group  1 

Chapter  120,  Laws  of  Idaho,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  82),  declares  it 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  State  of  Idaho  to  cooperate  with  the  United 
States  and  others  in  preventing  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment  dam- 
ages, and  furthering  the  conservation,  development,  utilization  and 
disposal  of  water;  accepts  the  benefits  of  Public  Law  566  and  provides 
that  the  State  Land  Commissioner  and  State  Forester  shall  cooperate 
with  authorized  Federal  agencies  and  others  in  planning  works  of 
improvement  under  said  law;  authorizes  the  State  Land  Commissioner 
and  State  Forester,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Land  Commis- 
sioners, to  enter  into  agreements  to  construct  and  maintain  such  works 
of  improvement;  and  authorizes  the  State  Land  Commissioner  and 
State  Forester  to  utilize  existing  and  regular  administrative  appro- 
priations and  personnel  under  their  control  for  planning  such  works 
of  improvement,  and  to  expend  such  funds  as  may  now  or  hereafter 
be  available  to  them  for  constructing  and  maintaining  such  works  of 
improvement. 

Group  3 

Chapter  218,  Laws  of  Idaho,  1957  (Senate,  Bill  No.  110),  provides, 
among  other  things,  that  the  functions  and  powers  of  soil  conservation 


districts  shall  be  broadened  to  include  flood  prevention  and  the  con- 
servation, development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Group  5 

Chapter  226,  Laws  of  Idaho,  1957  (Senate  Bill  No.  106),  authorizes 
the  establishment,  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Soil  Conservation 
Commission,  of  watershed  improvement  districts;  provides  that  each 
district  shall  be  governed  by  3  directors,  2  to  be  elected  and  1  to  be 
appointed  by  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Commission;  and  prescribes  the 
functions  and  powers  of  districts,  including,  among  others,  the  power 
(a)  to  construct,  operate  and  maintain  structural  works  of  improvement 
for  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages,  and  the  con- 
servation, development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water,  (b)  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  eminent  domain,  (c)  to  borrow  money  and  issue  bonds, 
and  (d)  to  levy  assessments  on  real  property  of  not  to  exceed  3  mills  for 
each  dollar  of  assessed  valuation  for  general  administration  and  opera- 
tion and  maintenance,  and  not  to  exceed  10  mills  for  each  dollar  of 
assessed  valuation  for  construction  of  structural  works  of  improvement, 

ILLINOIS 

Group  3 

Laws  of  Illinois,  Sixty-Ninth  General  Assembly,  1955,  pages  188- 
207  (House  Bill  No.  239),  provides,  among  other  things,  (a)  that  soil 
conservation  districts  are  authorized  to  construct,  improve,  operate 
and  maintain  flood-prevention  structures  and  to  acquire  land  for  the 
general  purposes  of  the  district  by  exercising  the  power  of  condemna- 
tion; and  (b)  that  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts  may  be 
created  in  watershed  areas,  that  the  governing  body  of  a  subdistrict 
shall  be  the  directors  of  the  soil  conservation  district  in  which  the  sub- 
district  is  formed,  and  that  subdistricts  shall  have  certain  prescribed 
powers,  including  the  power  to  develop  and  execute  plans  and  programs 
for  the  ptevention  of  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment  damages,  and 
to  levy  a  tax  not  to  exceed  0. 125  percent  of  the  value  of  all  taxable 
property  within  the  subdistrict. 

INDIANA 

Group  5 

Chapter  308,  Acts  1957,  Indiana  (Senate  Enrolled  Act  No.  211), 
recognizes,  among  other  things,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  declared  that  the  Federal  Government  should  cooperate  with  States, 
their  political  subdivisions,  soil  or  water  conservation  districts,  flood 
prevention  or  control  districts,  and  other  local  agencies  to  prevent 
erosion,  floodwater,  and  sediment  damages  and  to  further  the  conser- 
vation, development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water;  authorizes  the 
establishment  of  conservancy  districts  for  the  purposes,  among  others,  of 
flood  prevention,  drainage,  irrigation,  and  preventing  the  loss  of  topsoil 
from  injurious  water  erosion,  and  provides  that  these  purposes  may  be 
accomplished  by  cooperating  with  the  U.  S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
under  Public  Law  566;  and  prescribes  the  functions  and  powers  of  con- 
servancy districts,  including  the  power  to  levy  taxes  and  make  assess- 
ments, to  issue  bonds,  to  incur  other  debts  and  liabilities,  and  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  eminent  domain. 

IOWA 

Group  2 

Chapter  236,  Acts  of  the  Iowa  General  Assembly,  1957  (Senate  File 
256),  authorizes  counties,  among  other  things,  to  participate  in,  and  to 
construct,  operate  and  maintain  on  certain  lands  under  their  jurisdiction, 
projects  for  flood  prevention  or  the  conservation,  development,  utiliza- 
tion, and  disposal  of  water,  and  to  furnish  financial  and  other  assistance 
in  connection  with  such  projects;  and  provides  in  connection  with  such 
projects  that  (a)  counties  may  accept  Federal  funds  and  cooperate  with 
the  Federal  Government  and  local  agencies,  and  may  assume  an  appro- 
priate share  of  the  cost  of  such  projects,  (b)  counties,  soil  conservation 
districts  and  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts  shall  be  authorized 
to  cooperate  with  each  other  and  with  other  agencies  to  construct,  oper- 
ate and  maintain  such  projects  on  public  roads  or  other  specified  lands, 
(c)  when  structures  or  levees  are  constructed  on  county  roads,  all  or  part 
of  the  cost  thereof  shall  be  pan  of  the  cost  of  road  construction,  (d)  if 
such  projects  are  installed  on  private  lands  under  an  easement  granted 
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to  the  county,  only  maintenance  costs  may  be  assumed  by  the  county, 

(e)  projects  built  on  private  lands  and  dedicated  to  county  use  shall  be 
maintained  as  other  property  owned  or  controlled  by  the  county,  and 

(f)  actual  direction  of  such  projects  and  work  done  in  connection  there- 
with will  be  assumed  by  soil  conservation  districts,  subdistricts  of  soil 
conservation  districts  or  the  Federal  Government. 

Group  3 

Chapter  225,  Acts  of  the  Iowa  General  Assembly,  1955  (Senate  File 
349),  (a)  confers  on  soil  conservation  districts  the  additional  authority 
to  engage  in  activities  related  to,  and  to  carry  out  measures  for,  the 
prevention  of  erosion,  floodwater,  and  sediment  damages;  and  (b)  pro- 
vides that  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts  may  be  created  for 
watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention,  with  the  power  to  levy  a 
special  annual  tax,  not  to  exceed  4  mills  on  the  assessed  valuation  of 
all  real  estate  within  the  subdistrict,  to  be  used  for  the  repair,  altera- 
tion, maintenance  and  operation  of  the  works  of  improvement  of  the 
subdistrict. 

Chapter  234,  Acts  of  the  Iowa  General  Assembly,  1957  (House  File 
109),  authorizes  the  payment  of  the  organizational  expenses  of  sub- 
districts  of  soil  conservation  districts  from  the  proceeds  of  the  special 
annual  tax  levied  for  such  subdistricts. 

KANSAS 

Group  1 

Chapter  356,  Laws  of  Kansas,  1955  (Senate,  No.  288),  creates  a 
State  Water  Resources  Board  consisting  of  seven  members  appointed  by 
the  governor;  prescribes  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  of  the  board  re- 
lating to  the  conservation,  development,  management,  and  use  of  the 
water  resources  of  the  State;  and  requires  other  State  and  local  agencies 
to  cooperate  with  the  board  in  the  carrying  out  of  its  duties. 

Group  3 

Chapter  7,  Laws  of  Kansas,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  216),  gTants  to  soil 
conservation  districts  the  additional  authority  to  participate  in  activities 
concerning,  and  to  carry  out  measures  for,  flood  prevention  and  the 
conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Group  4 

Chapter  201,  Laws  of  Kansas,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  388),  amends  the 
watershed  district  act  by  providing,  among  other  things,  that  (a)  "  qual- 
ified voter"  shall  mean  any  qualified  elector  and  any  landowner  21 
years  of  age  or  over,  although  not  a  resident  of  the  district,  (b)  water- 
shed districts  shall  be  divided  into  subwatersheds,  and  at  least  one  dis- 
trict director  shall  be  selected  from  each  subwatershed,  and  (c)  the 
period  over  which  special  assessments  levied  by  the  district  shall  be 
payable,  and  improvement  bonds  issued  by  the  district  shall  mature, 
shall  not  exceed  20  years. 

Chapter  226,  Laws  of  Kansas,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  534),  further 
amends  the  watershed  district  act  by  providing,  among  other  things, 
that  (a)  if  an  organization  petition  is  signed  by  more  than  50  percent 
of  the  landowners  and  representing  more  than  50  percent  of  the  acreage 
within  the  proposed  district,  the  district  may  be  organized  without  an 
election,  (b)  a  district  may  extend  its  territory  whenever  a  petition 
therefor  is  presented  signed  by  more  than  50  percent  of  the  landowners 
and  representing  more  than  50  percent  of  the  acreage  in  the  territory 
which  is  proposed  to  be  annexed,  and  (c)  bonds  issued  by  a  district 
shall  bear  interest  at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  6  percent  per  annum. 

Chapter  227,  Laws  of  Kansas,  1957  (House  Sill  No.  324),  creates 
the  Little  Arkansas  River  watershed  district,  and  provides  that  such 
district  shall  be  governed  by,  and  be  operated  in  compliance  with, 
the  general  laws  of  Kansas  relating  to  watershed  districts  and  other 
appropriate  acts. 

KENTUCKY 

Group  3 

Chapter  203,  Acts  of  the  Kentucky  General  Assembly,  1956  (Senate 
Bill  95),  provides  for  the  creation  of  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  dis- 
tricts, to  be  known  as  watershed  conservancy  districts,  for  the  purposes 


of  water  conservation,  water  use,  flood  prevention,  flood  control, 
erosion  prevention  and  control  of  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment 
damages;  and  provides  that  a  watershed  conservancy  district  shall  be 
governed  by  an  elected  board  of  directors  which  shall  have  power, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  concerned 
soil  conservation  district,  to  (a)  levy  an  annual  tax  on  real  property 
not  to  exceed  5  mills,  (b)  acquire  necessary  lands  and  rights-of-way 
by  condemnation  and  other  specified  means,  (c)  construct,  improve, 
operate  and  maintain  structures,  and  (d)  borrow  money,  and  issue, 
negotiate  and  sell  bonds. 

LOUISIANA 

Group  3 

Act  No.  10,  Louisiana  Legislature,  1956  (House  Bill  No.  96),  pro- 
vides, among  other  things,  for  broadening  the  authority  of  soil  con- 
servation districts  to  include  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sedi- 
ment damages,  and  the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and 
disposal  of  water. 

MARYLAND 

Group  2 

Chapter  171,  Laws  of  Maryland,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  555),  author- 
izes the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  Worcester  County  to  carry 
out,  maintain  and  operate  works  of  improvement  for  soil  conservation, 
water  conservation,  flood  prevention,  and  agricultural  phases  of  the 
conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water  in- 
cluding group  drainage  projects. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Group  1 

Chapter  620,  Acts  of  Massachusetts,  1956  (Senate,  No.  807),  estab- 
lishes in  the  department  of  natural  resources  a  water  resources  division, 
to  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  a  water  resources  commis- 
sion; provides,  among  other  things,  that  the  commission  shall  be  the 
agency  of  the  commonwealth  having  supervision  over  programs  under 
the  Watershed  Protection  and  Flood  Prevention  Act,  but  shall  not  be 
an  applicant  for  assistance  under  such  Act;  prescribes  the  conditions 
under  which  the  commission  may  furnish  assistance  to  local  organiza- 
tions for  installing,  operating  and  maintaining  works  of  improvement; 
authorizes  the  commission  to  assume  an  equitable  share  of  the  local 
costs  of  installing  works  of  improvement  and  to  arrange  for  their 
operation  and  maintenance;  and  provides  that  the  commission  shall 
be  the  contracting  authority  for  constructing  any  works  of  improve- 
ment involving  assistance  from  the  commonwealth. 

Group  3 

Chapter  513,  Acts  of  Massachusetts,  1956  (Senate,  No.  173),  con- 
fers upon  soil  conservation  districts  the  additional  authority  to  under- 
take measures  for  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages. 

MINNESOTA 

Group  1 

Chapter  664,  Laws  of  Minnesota,  1955  (Senate  File  No.  868),  estab- 
lishes, as  an  agency  of  the  State,  the  Minnesota  Water  Resources 
Board,  to  be  composed  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  governor, 
and  provides  that  the  board  shall  perform  such  functions  and  duties  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Group  3 

Chapter  553,  Laws  of  Minnesota,  1955  (Senate  File  No.  488),  con- 
fers on  soil  conservation  districts  the  additional  authority  (a)  to  make 
application  to,  and  enter  into  agreements  with,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  for  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  works 
of  improvement  as  defined  in  Public  Law  566,  and  (b)  to  meet  the 
requirements  imposed  on  local  organizations  by  Public  Law  566  as 
conditions  to  obtaining  Federal  assistance  for  the  installation  of  works 
of  improvement  under  said  law. 
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Group  4 

Chapter  799,  Laws  of  Minnesota,  1955  (Senate  File  No.  1575),  pro- 
vides for  the  creation  of  watershed  districts  by  the  Minnesota  Water  Re- 
sources Board,  upon  the  petition  of  resident  freeholders  or  of  any  county, 
city,  village,  or  borough,  for  conserving  the  natural  resources  of  the 
State  through  land  utilization,  flood  control,  and  other  needs;  provides 
that  each  district  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  not  less  than  3  nor 
more  than  5  managers  appointed  by  the  county  boards  of  the  counties 
affected;  and  prescribes  the  powers  of  districts,  including  the  power  to 
incur  debts,  liabilities  and  obligations,  levy  assessments,  issue  cer- 
tificates, warrants  and  bonds,  and  exercise  the  power  of  eminent 
domain. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Group  2 

Chapter  186,  Laws  of  Mississippi,  1956  (House  Bill  No.  429),  author- 
izes the  board  of  supervisors  of  any  county  to  make  contributions  to  any 
soil  conservation  district  located  entirely  or  partially  within  such 
county. 

Group  5 

Chapter  92,  Laws  of  Mississippi,  Extraordinary  Session,  1955  (Senate, 
No.  1220),  confers  on  drainage  districts  the  additional  authority  to 
cooperate  with  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law 
566  in  constructing,  operating  and  maintaining  works  of  improvement 
for  the  prevention  of  erosion,  floodwater  and  sediment  damages,  and 
the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water, 
exclusive  of  irrigation;  and  prescribes  the  procedure  which  must  be 
followed  before  such  additional  authority  may  be  exercised  by  districts 
already  in  existence  on  the  effective  date  of  the  act. 

MISSOURI 

Group  3 

Senate  Bill  No.  124,  Sixty-ninth  Missouri  General  Assembly,  1957, 
authorizes  the  establishment  of  subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts 
for  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages  and  for  furthering 
agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation,  development,  utilization  and 
disposal  of  water;  provides  that  the  board  of  soil  district  supervisors  of  the 
concerned  soil  conservation  district  shall  be  the  governing  body  of  the 
subdistrict,  and  that  three  trustees  shall  be  elected  to  assist  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity  in  the  administration  of  the  subdistrict;  and  provides  for 
the  levying  of  a  special  annual  tax  on  all  real  estate  within  the  subdis- 
trict at  a  rate  not  to  exceed  4  mills  on  the  dollar  upon  the  assessed 
valuation,  to  be  used  for  the  construction,  repair,  alteration,  main- 
tenance and  operation  of  works  of  improvement. 

MONTANA 

Group  5 

Chapter  3,  Laws  of  Montana,  1957  (Senate,  No.  14),  confers  addi- 
tional powers  on  drainage  districts  to  cooperate  with  the  United  States 
under  Public  Law  566  in  constructing,  operating,  and  maintaining  works 
of  improvement  for  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages, 
and  for  the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of 
water;  and  prescribes  the  procedure  to  be  followed  before  such  additional 
powers  shall  become  applicable  to  drainage  districts  already  in  existence 
on  the  effective  date  of  the  act. 

NEBRASKA 

Group  2 

Chapter  67,  Laws  of  Nebraska,  1955  (Legislative  Bill  21),  provides 
that  certain  counties  shall  be  authorized,  (a)  to  appropriate  such  funds 
as  are  necessary  to  fully  develop  and  carry  out  coordinated  flood-con- 
trol programs  for  such  counties,  (b)  to  make  an  annual  tax  levy  of  not 
to  exceed  one-fourth  mill  on  the  dollar  upon  the  assessed  value  of  all 
taxable  property  in  such  counties  for  such  purpose,  and  (c)  to  employ, 
as  an  aid  to  carrying  out  such  purpose,  the  services  of  any  nonprofit 
corporation  or  organization  that  has  as  one  of  its  principal  objectives 


the  promotion  or  development  of  flood  control  upon  any  river  or  its 
tributaries  within  such  counties. 

Group  3 

Legislative  Bill  358,  Legislature  of  Nebraska,  Sixty-eighth  Session, 
1957,  authorizes  the  establishment  of  watershed  conservancy  districts  as 
subdistricts  of  soil  conservation  districts  for  the  conservation  and  usage 
of  water,  flood  prevention,  and  erosion  control;  provides  that  a  water- 
shed conservancy  district  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  directors  of 
five  members  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  soil  conservation 
district  supervisors;  and  provides  that  the  board  of  directors  of  a  water- 
shed conservancy  district  shall,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  soil 
conservation  district  supervisors,  have  the  power,  among  others,  to 
(a)  require  the  county  governing  board  to  levy  an  annual  tax  on  real 
and  personal  property  not  to  exceed  2  mills  on  the  dollar  upon  the 
assessed  valuation,  (b)  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  (c)  con- 
struct, enlarge,  improve,  operate  and  maintain  structural  works  of 
improvement,  and  (d)  borrow  money  not  to  exceed  5  percent  of  the 
assessed  valuation  of  all  property  within  the  watershed  conservancy 
district,  and  at  an  interest  rate  not  to  exceed  5  percent  per  annum. 

Legislative  Bill  516,  Legislature  of  Nebraska,  Sixty-eighth  Session, 
1957,  among  other  things,  amends  the  legislative  policy  of  the  soil 
conservation  districts  law  to  include  the  conservation  of  water  re- 
sources. 

Group  4 

Chapter  118,  Laws  of  Nebraska,  1955  (Legislative  Bill  384),  amends 
the  watershed  districts  law  (a)  to  provide  that  districts  may  be  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  coordinated  program 
of  on-the-land  water  conservation,  erosion  control,  and  flood  abate- 
ment for  the  watershed  as  a  whole;  and  (b)  to  modify  various  provisions 
of  the  watershed  districts  law  relating  primarily  to  proceedings  for  the 
establishment  of  watershed  districts. 

NEVADA 

Group  3 

Chapter  109,  Statutes  of  Nevada,  1955  (Senate,  No.  60),  amends 
the  soil  conservation  districts  law  by  authorizing  the  State  Soil  Con- 
servation Committee  to  make  changes  in  the  boundaries  of  soil  con- 
servation districts,  and  prescribes  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in 
making  such  changes. 

Group  4 

Chapter  176,  Statutes  of  Nevada,  1955  (Assembly  Bill  No.  373), 
provides  for  the  creation,  upon  petition  to  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners, of  watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention  districts; 
provides  that  each  district  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  three  direc- 
tors appointed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners;  and  prescribes 
the  powers  and  duties  of  districts,  including  the  power  to  perform  ac- 
tivities concerning,  and  to  cany  out  works  of  improvement  for,  flood 
prevention  or  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation,  development, 
utilization,  and  disposal  of  water,  and  the  power  to  levy,  through  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  special  taxes  for  necessary  district  ad- 
ministrative expenses. 

Group  5 

Chapter  380,  Statutes  of  Nevada,  1955  (Senate,  No.  155),  provides 
for  the  organization  of  water  conservancy  districts,  provides  that  a  dis- 
trict shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  directors  of  not  to  exceed  seven 
members;  prescribes  the  powers  of  the  board  of  directors  which  include, 
among  others,  the  power  to  (a)  acquire  and  dispose  of  real  and  person- 
al property,  (b)  dispose  of  water,  waterworks,  water  rights  and  sources 
of  supply  of  water,  (c)  exercise  power  of  eminent  domain,  (d)  ap- 
propriate and  otherwise  acquire  water  and  water  rights,  (e)  acquire, 
construct,  operate  and  maintain  works  of  improvement  for  the  conser- 
vation and  development  of  water  and  land  resources,  (f)  generate  elec- 
tric energy,  (g)  borrow  money  and  pledge  revenues  of  the  district  to  se- 
cure the  same,  and  (h)  levy  and  collect  taxes  and  special  assessments; 
and  provides  for  the  organization  of  subdistricts  of  the  main  district. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Group  1 

Chapter  371,  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  1955  (House  Joint  Resolution 
No.  6),  appropriates  $4,  000  for  the  biennium  to  enable  the  Water  Re- 
sources Board  to  assist  in  carrying  out  joint  Federal-State-local  projects 
for  watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention  in  small  watersheds  in 
cooperation  with  the  Federal  Government  under  Public  Law  566. 

Group  3 

Chapter  239,  Laws  of  New  Hampshire,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  496), 
provides  that  each  of  the  10  counties  within  the  State  is  incorporated 
into  a  soil  conservation  district,  and  that  each  district  shall  be  gov- 
erned by  five  supervisors  appointed  by  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Com- 
mittee; and  prescribes  the  powers  and  duties  of  districts,  including  the 
power  to  engage  in  activities  relating  to,  and  to  undertake  measures 
for,  the  conservation  of  soil  resources  and  the  control  and  prevention  of 
soil  erosion,  land  drainage,  and  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sedi- 
ment damages. 

NEW  JERSEY 

Group  5 

Chapter  201,  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  1957  (Assembly,  No.  552),  au- 
thorizes meadow  companies  organized  under  the  act  of  November  29, 
1788,  to  borrow  money  for  the  erection,  construction,  maintenance  or 
repair  of  works  of  the  company,  when  authorized  by  resolution  of  the 
managers,  approved  by  the  owners,  possessors,  or  lessees  of  3/4  or 
more  of  the  valued  acres  of  meadowlands  lying  within  the  bounds  of 
the  company. 

NEW  MEXICO 

Group  3 

House  Bill  No.  161,  Twenty-third  New  Mexico  Legislature,  1957, 
authorizes  the  formation  of  watershed  districts  as  subdistricts  of  soil 
conservation  districts  for  the  conservation  of  water,  water  usage,  flood 
prevention,  flood  control,  erosion  prevention  and  control  of  erosion, 
floodwater  and  sediment  damages;  provides  that  an  elected  board  of 
directors  consisting  of  five  members  shall,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  the  soil  conservation  district,  be  the  governing 
body  of  the  watershed  district?  and  gives  the  watershed  district  the 
power,  among  others,  to  (a)  levy  an  assessment  not  to  exceed  5  mills 
per  dollar  of  the  assessed  value  of  all  real  property  within  the  water- 
shed district  for  administration,  construction,  operation  and  main- 
tenance of  works  of  improvement,  (b)  exercise  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  (c)  construct,  improve,  operate,  contract  and  maintain 
structural  works  of  improvement,  and  (d)  borrow  money  and  issue 
bonds. 

NEW  YORK 

Groups  1  and  2 

Chapter  962,  Laws  of  New  York,  1957  (Int.  No.  2817,  Print  No. 
2996),  amends  the  county  law  by  authorizing  the  county  board  of 
supervisors  to  establish  county  small  watershed  protection  districts  for 
the  purpose  of  undertaking,  constructing  and  maintaining  works  of 
improvement  for  flood  prevention,  land  treatment,  and  the  conser- 
vation, development,  disposal  and  utilization  of  water  as  provided 
for  in  Public  Law  566;  prescribes  the  procedures  for  the  establishment 
of  watershed  districts  and  for  the  development  and  approval  of  plans 
and  specifications  for  small  watershed  projects;  provides  that  water- 
shed districts  shall  be  administered  by  an  administrative  head  or  body 
in  the  same  manner  as  prescribed  for  county  water  districts,  and  shall, 
with  certain  specified  exceptions,  have  the  same  powers  and  duties, 
insofar  as  they  may  be  applicable,  as  county  water  districts;  provides 
that  the  expense  of  establishing  watershed  districts  and  of  providing 
improvements  therein  shall  be  assessed,  levied  and  collected  in  the 
same  manner  as  prescribed  for  county  water  districts;  and  authorizes 
the  State  to  provide  reimbursement  to  the  counties  for  one-half  of 
the  local  expenditure  for  land,  easements,  and  rights-of-way  for  the 
construction  of  flood  prevention  works,  not  including  land  treatment 
measures,  for  which  Federal  assistence  for  construction  costs  is  furnished 


under  Public  Law  566,  and  provides  that  the  total  reimbursement  shall 
not  exceed  $20,  000  for  any  project. 

Group  2 

Chapter  394,  Laws  of  New  York,  1956,  provides  that  after  a  county 
board  of  supervisors  has  held  a  public  hearing  on  the  appropriation  and 
expenditure  of  county  funds  to  protect  public  and  private  property  from 
floods  and  conserve  the  soil  from  erosion,  the  board  may  appropriate 
each  year  for  such  purposes  without  a  further  public  hearing  an  amount 
not  to  exceed  that  specified  in  the  original  notice  of  public  hearing. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Group  1 

Chapter  857,  1955  Session  Laws  of  North  Carolina  (House  Bill  No. 
962),  creates  a  State  Board  of  Water  Commissioners  to  consist  of  seven 
members  appointed  by  the  governor;  prescribes  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  board,  including  the  power  (a)  to  carry  out  a  program  of  plan- 
ning, research,  and  education  concerning  the  conservation  and  use  of 
water  resources,  (b)  to  maintain  a  general  inventory  of  water  resources, 
and  (c)  to  authorize  counties,  cities  and  towns  during  water  emergen- 
cies, after  certain  requirements  are  met,  to  divert  such  water  in  the 
emergency  area  as  is  necessary  to  meet  the  needs  of  human  consump- 
tion, necessary  sanitation  and  public  safety;  and  provides  that  the 
governor  may  direct  the  cooperation  and  assistance  of  all  State 
agencies  and  officials  in  achieving  the  objectives  of  the  act. 

OHIO 

Group  3 

Amended  House  Bill  No.  54,  Ohio  General  Assembly,  1957,  pro- 
vides, among  other  things,  that  the  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts 
shall  be  extended  to  include  flood  prevention  or  agricultural  phases  of 
the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

OKLAHOMA 

Group  1 

House  Joint  Resolution  No.  520,  Twenty-fifth  Oklahoma  Legislature, 
1955,  creates  a  committee  on  water  problems  to  consist  of  12  members 
of  the  State  legislature  and  14  citizens  of  the  State;  provides  that  the 
duties  of  the  committee  shall  be  to  study,  analyze  and  report  upon  the 
existing  situation  regarding  water  and  its  use  for  all  purposes  within  the 
State,  and  to  make  recommendations  and  prepare  proposed  legislation 
for  submission  to  the  twenty-sixth  Oklahoma  legislature;  and  authorizes 
and  directs  State  agencies  to  cooperate  with  the  committee. 

Enrolled  House  Bill  No.  869,  Oklahoma  Legislature,  1957,  appro- 
priates to  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Board  $75,  000  for  the  fiscal  year 
1958  and  $75,  000  for  the  fiscal  year  1959  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
expenses  incurred  in  small  watershed  planning  in  cooperation  with  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  under  Public  Law  566,  as  amended. 

Enrolled  Senate  Bill  No.  244,  Oklahoma  Legislature,  1957,  creates 
a  revolving  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Small  Watersheds  Flood  Control 
Fund,  and  to  be  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  State  Soil 
Conservation  Board;  authorizes  the  Board  to  allocate  to  soil  conservation 
districts  from  such  fund  such  amounts  as  are  necessary  to  enable  the 
districts  to  acquire  real  property  or  easements  needed  to  install  upstream 
flood  control  structures,  including  cooperative  projects  between  districts 
and  the  United  States  Government;  and  appropriates  $50,  000  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  act. 

Group  3 

Session  Laws  of  Oklahoma,  1955,  pages  99-101  (House  Bill  No.  613), 
enlarges  the  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  by  providing  that  when 
lands  necessary  for  upstream  flood  control  cannot  be  otherwise  acquired, 
the  districts  are  authorized  to  acquire  such  lands  by  exercising  the  power 
of  eminent  domain. 

Session  Laws  of  Oklahoma,  1955,  page  101  (House  Bill  No.  650),  au- 
thorizes any  soil  conservation  district  to  qualify  as  a  "local  organiza- 
tion" under  Public  Law  566,  and  to  carry  out,  maintain  and  operate 
works  of  improvement  as  provided  by  said  law. 

Enrolled  Senate  Bill  No.  363,  Oklahoma  Legislature,  1957,  broadens 
the  functions  and  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  to  include  the 
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prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages,  and  the  conservation, 
development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Group  5 

Enrolled  Senate  Bill  No.  368,  Oklahoma  Legislature,  1957,  amends 
the  Conservancy  Act  of  Oklahoma  by  providing,  among  other  things, 
that  the  board  of  directors  of  any  conservancy  district  or  master  con- 
servancy district  is  authorized  to  qualify  as  a  "local  organization"  as 
defined  in  Public  Law  566,  as  amended,  and  to  cooperate  with  the 
U.  S.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  carrying  out,  maintaining,  and 
operating  the  works  of  improvement  authorized  by  said  law,  for  the 
accomplishment  of  the  purposes  of  the  district. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Group  5 

Acts  No.  419  (R500,  S377)  and  No.  420  (R605,  H1169),  General 
Assembly  of  South  Carolina,  1955,  establish  the  Meggett-Hollywood 
Irrigation  District  as  a  public  corporation  of  perpetual  succession  and 
define  its  area;  provide  that  the  district  shall  be  governed  by  a  com- 
mission of  three  members  appointed  by  the  governor;  provide  that  the 
district,  in  constructing,  operating,  maintaining,  improving  and 
extending  an  irrigation  system,  shall  have  power,  among  others,  to 
(a)  regulate  the  use  of  water  from  its  irrigation  system,  (b)  acquire 
and  dispose  of  real  and  personal  property,  (c)  construct,  operate  and 
maintain  an  irrigation  canal  from  the  Edisto  River  to  points  within  the 
district,  and  other  needed  laterals,  canals  or  conduits,  (d)  distribute 
and  sell  irrigation  water  on  such  terms  as  it  shall  approve,  (e)  exer- 
cise the  power  of  eminent  domain,  and  (f)  borrow  money,  and  issue 
bonds,  notes,  and  other  evidences  of  indebtedness,  payable  solely 
from  revenues  derived  from  the  operation  of  any  revenue-producing 
facility;  and  authorize  the  district  to  divert  and  use  300  cubic  feet 
of  water  per  second  of  flow  of  the  Edisto  River  during  each  day  of  the 
calendar  year. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Group  3 

Chapter  4,  South  Dakota  Legislature,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  663), 
provides  among  other  things,  that  the  functions  and  powers  of  soil 
conservation  districts  shall  be  broadened  to  include  flood  prevention 
or  the  conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Group  4 

Chapter  492,  Laws  of  South  Dakota,  1957  (House  Bill  No.  1075), 
authorizes  the  creation  of  watershed  districts;  provides  that  soil 
conservation  districts  shall  receive  the  initiating  petition  and  supervise 
the  establishment  of  watershed  districts;  provides  that  watershed  dis- 
tricts shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  managers  of  3  or  5  members; 
and  prescribes  the  functions  and  powers  of  watershed  districts,  includ- 
ing the  power  to  borrow  money,  to  issue  certificates,  warrants  and 
bonds,  to  levy  an  annual  tax  not  to  exceed  1  mill,  and  to  exercise 
the  power  of  eminent  domain. 

TENNESSEE 

Group  3 

Public  Chapter  No.  132,  Public  Acts  of  Tennessee,  1955  (House 
Bill  No.  614),  grants  to  soil  conservation  districts  the  additional  power 
to  carry  out,  maintain  and  operate  works  of  improvement  for  flood 
prevention  and  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation,  development, 
utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Group  4 

Public  Chapter  No.  112,  Public  Acts  of  Tennessee,  1955  (House 
BLU  No.  708),  provides  for  the  organization  of  watershed  districts; 
provides  that  each  district  shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  from  5  to  9 
elected  directors;  prescribes  the  authority  and  functions  of  districts, 
including  the  power  to  engage  in  activities  in  connection  with,  and 
to  perform  works  of  improvement  for,  soil  and  water  conservation. 


flood  control,  drainage  and  irrigation,  and  the  power  to  issue  bonds 
and  levy  special  assessments;  and  provides  that  districts  may  exercise 
the  powers  and  receive  the  benefits  relating  to  watershed  districts  pre- 
scribed in  Public  Law  566. 

TEXAS 

Group  5 

Chapter  250,  Laws  of  Texas,  1955  (Senate,  384),  creates  the 
York's  Creek  Improvement  District;  provides  for  the  administration  of 
the  district  by  a  board  of  seven  directors;  and  authorizes  the  district, 
among  other  things,  to  control,  store  and  preserve  waters  and  flood- 
waters  for  the  conservation,  preservation,  reclamation  and  improve- 
ment of  soil  and  lands,  to  carry  out  flood  prevention,  land  treatment, 
and  preventive  and  control  measures;  to  carry  out  works  of  improvement 
for  flood  prevention  (including  structural  and  land  treatment  measures) 
and  for  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation,  development,  utiliza- 
tion, and  disposal  of  water;  to  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain; 
to  cooperate  with  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  under  Public  Law  566 
and  to  meet  the  conditions  specified  therein  for  obtaining  Federal 
assistance;  to  issue  bonds;  and  to  levy  and  collect  ad  valorem  taxes  on 
all  taxable  property  within  the  district. 

Chapter  518,  Laws  of  Texas,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  20),  creates  the 
Trinity  River  Authority  of  Texas;  provides  for  the  administration  of  the 
Authority  by  a  board  of  24  directors;  and  vests  in  the  Authority  all  of 
the  powers  of  the  State  under  Article  XVI,  Section  59  of  the  State  con- 
stitution to  effectuate  flood  control  and  the  conservation  and  use  for  all 
beneficial  purposes  of  storm  and  floodwaters  and  unappropriated  flow 
waters  in  the  Trinity  River  watershed,  subject  to  certain  specified  limi- 
tations; and  authorizes  the  Authority,  among  other  things,  to  levy  and 
collect  ad  valorem  taxes,  to  issue  bonds  of  three  general  classes!  (a) 
bonds  secured  by  ad  valorem  taxes,  (b)  bonds  secured  by  a  pledge  of 
net  revenues,  and  (c)  bonds  secured  by  a  pledge  of  both  net  revenues 
and  ad  valorem  taxes;  to  prepare  a  master  plan  for  maximum  develop- 
ment of  the  soil  and  water  resources  of  the  Trinity  River  watershed, 
except  that  the  portion  of  the  master  plan  relating  to  soil  conservation 
and  upstream-flood  prevention  shall  be  prepared  by  the  concerned  soil 
conservation  districts  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Soil  Conservation 
Board;  to  cooperate  with  soil  conservation  districts  and  to  furnish  fi- 
nancial assistance  to  such  districts  in  connection  with  certain  upstream- 
flood  prevention  projects;  and  to  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain. 

Chapter  373,  Laws  of  Texas,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  876),  creates  the 
Atacoosa  and  Frio  Counties  Improvement  District  No.  1;  provides  that 
the  powers  of  the  district  shaU  be  exercised  by  a  board  of  five  direc- 
tors; and  authorizes  the  district,  among  other  things,  to  control,  store 
and  preserve  waters  and  floodwaters  for  the  conservation,  preservation, 
reclamation,  and  improvement  of  soil  and  lands;  to  caiTy  out  flood 
prevention  and  land  treatment  measures;  to  construct,  maintain  and 
operate  works  of  improvement  for  flood  prevention  (including  struc- 
tural and  land  treatment  measures)  and  for  agricultural  phases  of  the 
conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water;  to  ex- 
ercise the  power  of  eminent  domain;  to  cooperate  with  the  Federal 
Government  under  Public  Law  566  and  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
prescribed  therein  for  obtaining  Federal  assistance;  to  issue  bonds;  and 
to  levy  ad  valorem  taxes  on  all  taxable  property  within  the  district. 

VERMONT 

Groups  1  and  3 

Public  Act  No.  234,  Vermont  Acts  of  1955  (House  Bill  No.  384), 
empowers  soil  conservation  districts  to  act  as  local  sponsoring  agencies 
under  Public  Law  566  for  carrying  out  programs  for  flood  control, 
streambank  protection,  channel  improvement,  land  treatment,  and 
drainage;  empowers  the  State  Water  Conservation  Board,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  governor,  to  construct,  operate,  and  maintain  dams  for 
flood  control  and  structures  for  streambank  protection  or  improvement 
of  stream  channels  and  to  render  technical  assistance  to  local  organi- 
zations under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  566;  and  appropriates  $10,  000 
for  the  biennium  for  such  purposes. 

VIRGINIA 

Group  3 

Chapter  654,  Virginia  Acts  of  Assembly,  1956  (House  Bill  No.  624), 
provides,  among  other  things,  that  the  State  soil  conservation  commit- 
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tee  shall  have  authority  to  offer  as  a  gift  or  loan  financial  and  other 
assistance  to  soil  conservation  districts,  and  that  soil  conservation  dis- 
tricts shall  have  the  additional  power  to  carry  out  works  of  improve- 
ment for  flood  prevention  or  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation, 
development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water. 

Chapter  668,  Virginia  Acts  of  Assembly,  1956  (House  Bill  No.  677), 
provides,  among  other  things,  that  (a)  watershed  improvement  districts 
may  be  established  within  soil  conservation  districts  for  the  construc- 
tion of  improvements  to  check  erosion  and  stabilize  the  runoff  of  sur- 
face water,  (b)  the  governing  body  of  a  watershed  improvement  dis- 
trict shall  be  the  supervisors  of  the  concerned  soil  conservation  district 
who  may  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  State  soil  conservation 
committee,  three  trustees  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  watershed 
improvement  district,  and  (c)  a  watershed  improvement  district  shall 
have  all  of  the  powers  of  the  concerned  soil  conservation  district,  and 
in  addition  thereto  shall  have  authority  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  on 
real  estate,  incur  indebtedness,  borrow  funds,  and  issue  bonds. 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Groups  2  and  3 

Enrolled  Senate  Bill  No.  18,  West  Virginia  Legislature,  1957,  (a) 
broadens  the  functions  and  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  to 
include  the  prevention  of  floodwater  and  sediment  damages,  and  the 
conservation,  development,  utilization,  and  disposal  of  water,  (b) 
authorizes  soil  conservation  districts,  towns,  cities  and  counties  to 
expend  money  for  the  construction,  improvement,  operation  or  main- 
tenance of  works  of  improvement  for  such  purposes  if  they  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  receive  benefits  therefrom,  and  even 
though  such  works  of  improvement  are  not  within  the  State,  and 
empowers  municipalities  and  counties  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  for 
such  purposes,  (c)  provides  that  such  soil  conservation  districts,  towns, 
cities  and  counties  may  give  assurances,  to  be  valid  and  binding  for 
not  to  exceed  50  years,  to  agencies  to  the  United  States  and  others 
for  the  construction,  improvement,  operation  or  maintenance  of 
works  of  improvement  for  such  purposes,  and  (d)  authorizes  the  estab- 
lishment of  watershed  improvement  districts  within  soil  conservation 
districts,  and  provides  that  the  governing  body  of  a  watershed  im- 
provement district  shall  be  the  supervisors  of  the  concerned  soil  conser- 
vation district  who  may  appoint  three  trustees  to  carry  on,  subject  to 
their  approval,  the  business  of  the  watershed  improvement  district, 
and  also  provides  that  a  watershed  improvement  district  shall  have  all 
of  the  powers  of  a  soil  conservation  district. 


WISCONSIN 

Group  1 


Joint  Resolution  No.  90,  A. ,  Wisconsin  Legislature,  1955,  directs 
the  joint  legislative  council  to  make  a  study  of  the  policies,  admin- 
istration and  coordination  of  watershed  management  in  the  State,  to 
evaluate  the  watershed-development  work  already  being  undertaken, 
to  determine  the  essentials  of  a  coordinated  program  of  watershed  de- 
velopment, and  to  report  its  findings,  together  with  its  recommenda- 
tions for  appropriate  legislation,  to  the  1957  legislature. 


Group  2 

Chapter  169,  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1955  (No.  40,  S. ),  authorizes 
counties  and  towns  to  raise  and  expend  funds  to  assist  in  creating  and 
developing  watershed  protection  areas  or  projects  that  are  beneficial 
to  such  counties  and  towns,  and  authorizes  towns  to  raise  and  expend 
funds  to  assist  in  developing  or  promoting  the  programs  of  soil  con- 
servation districts  including  or  benefiting  such  towns. 

Chapter  466,  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1955  (No.  513,  S.),  authorizes 
the  governor,  upon  the  petition  of  a  city,  village,  town  or  county,  to 
create  a  regional  planning  commission  having  the  power,  among  others, 
to  conduct  research  and  other  necessary  studies,  collect  and  analyze 
data,  prepare  maps,  charts  and  tables,  make  and  adopt  any  plan  or 
part  thereof  for  the  physical,  social  and  economic  development  of  the 
region,  and  furnish  advisory  services  on  regional  planning  to  local 
governmental  units  and  public  and  private  agencies;  provides  that  the 
commission  shall  have  the  function  and  duty  of  making  and  adopting 
a  master  plan  for  the  physical  development  of  the  region  with  the 
general  purpose  of  guiding  and  accomplishing  a  coordinated,  adjusted 
and  a  harmonious  development  of  the  region;  and  authorizes  the  com- 
mission, in  order  to  accomplish  its  objectives,  to  accept  assistance 
from  all  local,  State  or  Federal  governmental  agencies. 

Group  3 

Chapter  334,  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1955  (No.  422,  A.),  vests  in  soil 
conservation  districts  the  additional  authority  to  engage  in  activities 
concerning,  and  to  construct,  improve,  operate  and  maintain  struc- 
tures for,  flood  prevention  or  agricultural  phases  of  the  conservation, 
development,  utilization  and  control  of  water. 

Chapter  685,  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1957  (No.  645,  S.),  broadens 
the  powers  of  soil  conservation  districts  by  authorizing  them  to  acquire 
by  eminent  domain  proceedings  any  property  or  rights  or  interests 
therein  for  watershed  protection  and  flood  prevention  works  of  im- 
provement to  be  installed  as  a  part  of  a  watershed  plan  under  Public 
Law  566,  as  amended. 

WYOMING 

Group  3 

Chapter  71,  Session  Laws  of  Wyoming,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  103), 
authorizes  soil  conservation  districts  to  enter  into  cooperative  agree- 
ments with  the  United  States  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  566, 
and  to  act  as  representatives  of  local  groups  in  cooperating  with  the 
United  States  under  said  law. 

Group  5 

Chapter  167,  Session  Laws  of  Wyoming,  1955  (House  Bill  No.  223), 
provides  for  the  creation,  upon  petition  to  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners, of  special  flood  control  districts;  provides  that  each  district 
shall  be  governed  by  a  board  of  six  elected  directors;  and  prescribes 
the  powers  and  duties  of  the  districts  for  the  control  and  eradication  of 
floods,  including  the  power  to  issue  bonds  and  to  levy,  through  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  an  additional  special  real  property  tax 
not  to  exceed  12  mills  on  each  dollar  of  assessed  valuation. 
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